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in European clothes in which they had been forced
to play a leading role, threw shots from their fast-
nesses among the mountain crags, and severely
harried Amanullah's forces.
The people of Ghanzi proved to be as outspoken
as those of Kandahar, and they were, if anything,
a trifle more forceful. They intimated that the
oncoming guest was not only uninvited, but un-
welcome, by closing their gates and firing upon his
advance guard from the towers. Disconsolately,
Amanullah wandered about for a further fortnight,
and on May i4th, 1929, his nerve gave, and he
gave orders for a general retreat upon Kandahar.
He fled ahead of his dispirited troops, who had all
along lacked a general, and sent word to Kandahar
that Queen Souriya and his relations should imme-
diately proceed toward the British frontier, where he
would join them. At 2 a.m. the following morning
Amanullah's car crossed the border at Chaman. It
stopped a yard or so inside British territory, and
Amanullah broke down and wept.
" This is the end of my ten years' reign,35 he cried.
" I leave my country as a rejected monarch . . . but
why?"
He could not have been listening when he appealed
to the Kandaharis for assistance.
With the menacing figure of Bacha still in the back-
ground, other personalities danced for a brief period
upon this bizarre stage. In the east, one All Ahmad
Jan had proclaimed himself king, and set himself
up at Jalalabad. He had taken a post-graduate
course in licentiousness, and the local tribesmen were